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Tense Shifts in Reported Speech

Grammar Drill Pack

Focus: Correctly shifting verb tenses when converting direct speech to reported speech — five short drills to lock in
Tense Shifts in Reported Speech.

Name Class Date Score

When the reporting verb is in the past, present simple in direct speech changes to past simple inreported
speech.

Present perfectindirect speech becomes past perfectinreported speech.
Will + infinitive in direct speech changes to would + infinitive in reported speech.

When the reporting verb is present, no tense shift is required.

2 - Signalwords

said that told asked explained reported claimed announced mentioned

Tip: These words often flag Tense Shifts in Reported Speech — spot them, then choose the form.

3 - Gap-filldrill

Write the correct form of Tense Shifts in Reported Speechineach gap.

@) shetoldhimthatshe next week.

e The manager said that the project ontime.

a Johnmentioned that he in Paris when he was younger.
n They announced that the meeting atnine o'clock.

a Mary explained that she such a beautiful painting before.
° The teacher asked whether the students the lesson.

- Error correction

|

Each sentence has one mistake in Tense Shiftsin Reported Speech. Rewrite it correctly.
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Choose the correct option (A-D).

o He said, "l will call you tomorrow." He said that he ___ you tomorrow.

(®) willcall called () wouldcall (D) calls

e Sheis working late tonight. She said that .

@ sheis working late tonight she was working late tonight @ she willwork late tonight

@ she worked late tonight
a They told us, "We have finished the report.” They told us that ___ the report.
@ we have finished we had finished @ we finished @ we will finish

n lam feeling sick. He said that ___.
@ heisfeeling sick he was feeling sick @ he felt sick @ he had felt sick

a The manager said, "The client will arrive at 3 PM." The manager said that the client ___ at 3PM.
@ will arrive arrived @ would arrive @ has arrived
o We were watching a movie. She mentioned that ___.
@ we are watching a movie we were watching a movie @ we had been watching a movie

@ we watched a movie
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