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Generation Gap

Discussion Topic Pack
Awarm-up, vocabulary, and graded discussion questions for talking about Generation Gap.

Name Class Date Score

Warm-up: What’s one thing you think older people understand better than youngerpeople?

1 - Vocabulary

Word Meaning Example

generation gap the difference in attitudes, values, and The generation gap becomes evident when
experiences between youngerand grandparents and grandchildren discuss
olderpeople technology.

stereotype an oversimplified idea about a group of Many people stereotype teenagers as being
people lazy, which is not always true.

tradition customs or beliefs passed down from Our family tradition of Sunday dinner helps
one generationto another bridge the generation gap.

innovation the introduction of new ideas, Innovation in smartphones has widened the
methods, ordevices generation gap in communication habits.

perspective a particular way of viewing something Listening to an older colleague’s perspective

can broaden yourunderstanding.

adapt to adjust to new conditions or Young adults often have to adapt quickly to
environments the fast-paced digital world.
respectful showing admiration or deference Arespectful conversation canreduce
toward someone tensions caused by the generation gap.
miscommunication failure to communicate ideas Miscommunication between parents and
accurately teens often stems from differing
expectations.

2 - Discussion Questions

Take turns asking and answering — try to give a full answer, not just yes orno.
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Canyou tell me about a time when you felt a difference in opinion with a family member because of age?
What activities do you enjoy doing with older relatives, and why?

How often do you talk with people from a different generation, such as grandparents or younger siblings?
In your experience, what are some common misunderstandings between teenagers and adults?

Do you think technology has made the generation gap larger or smaller? Explain.

What stereotypes do you think exist about your own generation, and how accurate are they?

How can schools help bridge the generation gap between students and teachers?

What role do traditions play in either widening or narrowing the generation gap?

If you could design a community program to improve communication between age groups, what would it
involve?

Do you believe the generation gap will disappear in the future? Why or why not?

Try this: Role-play:inpairs, one student acts as a teenager who wants to use a new app, the otheras a parent
worried about screen time. They must discuss their views and reach a compromise.
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